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CHORUS DIRECTOR
MRS. CRYSTAL A. HOGAN 

chogan@kingsford.org
906-779-2670 ext. 1145
Opportunities for Chorus Students
Upper Peninsula Youth Choir (UPYC) 

Auditions – September/ Rehearsals – Fall/Winter NMU

Singing In Wisconsin – Reg. due September / Perform – Nov. in Appleton

WSMA - Solo & Ensemble Festival -Sign-up in the Fall / Festival - April

WSMA – H.S. Honors Choir - Apply in December/ Audition - February

WSMA – M.S. Honors Choir - Apply in February/ Auditions - April

Women’s Club Scholarship to Interlochen Camp - Apply in February / Auditions - March

Summer Music Camps - Various dates and places throughout the summer

(Scholarships available through the Kingsford Music Booster Club.  See music directors for more information)
1.
Welcome Back!

In order to be continuously improving the quality of our ensembles, it is necessary that every member of the chorus department acquaint himself/herself with this handbook, carefully reading the rules, regulations, and goals of our organization.  This will help prepare you for the responsibilities that are yours as a member and parent of the Kingsford Middle and High School choruses.  When a question comes to mind, consult this handbook first: if you do not find the answer, ask the director. This document is to be considered the guidelines for all activities in chorus department.  This, in conjunction with the director and the principals, determine your role in the music department.  
PHILOSOPHY
Chorus is an elective course lasting ONE FULL YEAR and is designed to fill three main objectives:

1.) Provide an outlet for vocal education and creativity.

2.) Provide music for the school and community when possible; and, 

3.) Provide an enjoyable forum for varied and interesting activities within the school curriculum.

CHORUS GRADE CRITERIA
Weekly grade is based on the following list: 
-Be on time for class 

-Materials - Folder, agenda and pencil (put away at the end of class)
-No gum, food, candy or pop in the rehearsal area 

-No cell phones, I-pods or electronic devices allowed during class
-Be respectful of others and use good manners 
     (this includes being respectful to school volunteers and guest teachers)
-Participate to the best of your ability 
-Use proper posture

-Use proper singing technique
-Written assignments

-Enrichment/Extra credit

Students will have points deducted from their weekly grade for behavior that interferes with the progress of the performing group. Students will be given extra points for extra credit. (each offence will cost the student anywhere from 1-5 points)
Disciplinary write-up: 
     Students will be assigned overtime (M.S.) or Saturday  school (H.S.)
GRADE EFFECTED FOR NOT PUTTING AWAY MUSIC OR UNIFORMS PROPERLY

Single piece of Music: (1 points off weekly grade)

Folder: (5 points off weekly grade)

Uniform left out after performance: (20 points off weekly grade)

Piece of uniform left out after performance: (10 points off weekly grade)

Each student is responsible for information given out during class. If they are absent they should check with another student for information they may have missed.
2.
PERFORMANCE
Performing in the pubic eye is the name of the game for chorus. Always keep the latest edition of the performance schedule in your home to remind you of upcoming dates. As the times on the schedule are approaching the details of exact requirements will be posted in the classroom. The postings are the final word on performances - check them daily. While every effort is made to remind you of upcoming commitments, YOU, AND YOU ALONE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MEETING THIS REQUIREMENT. 
PERFORMANCE ABSENCE 

Though a performance can never be duplicated when an excused absence occurs, there are other ways the musician can make up the time lost. Therefore, students who are excused must turn in a paper. The directors will NOT ask for student make-ups. It is the student’s responsibility. AN UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FOR A MAJOR EVENT WILL DROP A STUDENTS FINAL 9 WEEK GRADE 2 FULL LETTER GRADES (A TO C) DOWN WITH NO OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE IT UP. Illnesses will be excused on an individual basis. In the case of illness Mrs. Hogan should be notified in advance by a note, email or phone call. Family vacations will be accepted as a legitimate excuse if the director is notified IN ADVANCE.  Work absences will not be excused so long as the teacher has provided the schedule 4 weeks ahead of time. WHEN A STUDENT IS TO BE EXCUSED, THE DIRECTOR MUST BE NOTIFIED BY THE PARENT PRIOR TO THE PERFORMANCE.  STUDENT CONTACTS WILL BE DISREGARDED. 
PERFORMANCE/AUDIENCE CONDUCT

When you appear at a public performance (usually in uniform) you represent yourself, your family, and your school to the general public.  Conduct yourself in such a way that you will reflect positively upon yourself and the ensemble you are part of.  One individual can discredit an entire group, school or community. 
1.) Section leaders are responsible for uniform inspection before each performance.

2.) Students will sit in assigned seats when appropriate and leave only when it is their turn to perform. Talking and using cell phones is not allowed. Bathroom breaks, drinking fountain or socialization should occur before or after a given performance.

3.) Visitors or other ensembles will be treated courteously at all times.

4.) Be completely and properly uniformed at all times. 

5.) After the performance you are responsible for your uniform. Students will be charged for missing articles.
3.

EXCUSED MAKE UP PAPER
A make up paper must follow the following guidelines. The paper must be 4 pages, double space, typed including the cover page.


-The cover page should include:



The students Name



The Subject



The Performance that the student is making up.

The paper must have 3 references only one of which should be from the Internet. The subject matter is wide open on subjects pertaining to music. A paper could be written on the history of Jazz. It could be written on the history of a particular instrument or the organization of formal choir. Composers are also good subjects, you may write the paper to on a contemporary pop artist as long as you are able to obtain information from three sources. If you have another idea please consult your teacher before moving forward. Papers are due at the close of the nine weeks in which a performance was missed. If there are extenuating circumstances, please consult your teacher.

UNIFORMS

The Kingsford Music Booster Club, Breitung Board of Education, and many members of the music ensembles over the years have worked hard so that we have sharp looking, top quality uniforms for our use.  Due to the high cost of these uniforms, extreme care must be taken, and each member will be held responsible for the condition of the uniform they check out.

Concert Chorale: The school furnishes: Women - Royal Blue Dresses, gloves & pearls. Men - Black Tux Coat, Black Tux Pants, Vest, Tux Shirt, Bow Tie. Students supply Black Dress Shoes (black ballet slippers [7.00] for women) Black Socks (men) nylons (women).

Heart & Soul: The school furnishes: Royal Blue Formal Top, Black Pants. Students supply Nylons & Black Dress (black ballet slippers [7.00]).
Mixed Chorus: The school furnishes: Women: Royal Blue Formal Top, Black Pants. Men: Black Tux Pants, Vest, Tux Shirt, Bow Tie. Students supply Black Dress Shoes (black ballet slippers [7.00] for women) Black Socks (men) nylons (women).
7th & 8th Grade Choruses: Students will need to buy a department T-Shirt at the cost of  $10.00. Students will need to provide their own black pants, black or dark shoes and black or dark socks. 

Fitting school owned uniforms We will fit you as close as possible from out of stock.  All minor adjustments will be made by the school volunteers and are to be worn as instructed. You are not to cut ANY material or make alterations to uniform unless you have obtained permission from the school volunteers or the instructor.
4.
UNIFORM REGULATIONS
1.) ALL of the designated uniform must be worn all of the time, inside or outside the building when performing and must be worn as designed. Pants must be worn at the waist.
2.) Shoes will be clean for every public appearance in uniform.

3.) Students will be responsible for the proper care including hanging after every performance.

4.) Students wearing Kingsford uniforms will be expected to represent our school with their very best behavior. Any conduct unbecoming of a member will be reflected in the student’s grade. You are a member of the Kingsford chorus department be proud of your accomplishments.

5) Chorus students will pay $10.00 at the beginning of the year for cleaning costs. Fines will be assessed to students for uniforms that are not put away. Grades will be affected as well.
6.) If alterations, cleaning or mending is needed on a uniform, please inform the teacher or school volunteer in ample time to fix before a performance.
MUSIC

Music is costly, and should never be treated as a cheap piece of paper.  Music is school owned property for your temporary use, just like a textbook.  Chorus music costs anywhere from $1.50 to $3.00.  Therefore, carelessness in the maintenance of music proves costly.

Music Regulation:

1.) Music will be marked in pencil only, unless otherwise instructed by the director.

2.) The concert folio costs money and must be handled with care. Do not bend it or write on it, and always return it to the appropriate music storage rack. A folio with a dozen musical selections in it can easily be worth $20 to $40. Please remember its worth and treat it accordingly.

3.) Absence and your folder: Often, two people will be assigned to one folder. If this is your case, you are absent from school, and have your folder with you, it is your duty to see that the folder is returned to school for use by your partner.
5.

MUSIC  AWARDS FOR CHORUS
1.) NATIONAL CHORAL AWARD  is presented  to the outstanding senior in the Concert Chorale.

2.) ARIAN AWARD is presented  to the music departments overall outstanding senior musician.

3.) CHOPIN AWARD is presented  to the music departments outstanding senior piano accompanist. 

4.) LIZA MINNELLI AWARD will be presented to an outstanding senior in Heart & Soul.  

All awards are selected by the directors with the input of the performing ensemble at large.
5.) Award medals or ribbons earned at solo/ensemble will be supplied to individuals earning such  an award. Students will also receive awards for their years of participation in their high school years.

USE OF THE MUSIC ROOM
The Music room is for the use of organized Band and Chorus music rehearsals only - along with other related rehearsals such as solos, ensembles, pep band, etc. No other group may use the department at any time without the express written consent of the music director and building principal (see board policy in main office for Board Procedure). Students who may have a study period and are assigned to the music room instead of study hall: It is expected that half of the period will be spent in a music related activity: practice, music, etc. Students are to adhere to the handbook policy and should not leave the room without a signed agenda book and then only to go expressly where the agenda book indicates.

ENSEMBLE TRANSPORTATION
At festivals, or on concert trips, ensemble members will use school transportation. The only exception is if the director is given written approval through the Board of Education alternate transportation form (provided in the music department or high school office.)  NO EXCEPTIONS!  
Rules for riding the buses on music sponsored trips:

1.) Chaperones and/or bus drivers have the final word above all other rules.

2.) Only DVD, CD or MP3 players with earphones are permitted.
3.) Everyone will help clean, clear & unload the bus before unloading the bus.
6.

SOLO AND ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL
Each student is encouraged to participate in the W.S.M.A. solo and ensemble festival. Students are to sign up with directors in the fall. Students will perform as a soloist or small group for a critiqued rating. Students are responsible for obtaining rehearsal recordings and finding piano accompanists. Directors will provide a list of potential accompanists to students. (It is permissible to use a recorded accompaniment at festival but it may lack some of the musicality that a live performer provides.) Students are responsible for rehearsing often with their accompanists and directors. These times can be scheduled throughout the year before school, during school or after school. See a director as soon as possible. All material must be selected and students must be signed up before Christmas.

MUSIC BOOSTER CLUB
The parents of every student in all music ensembles, grades K-12 are considered members of the Kingsford Music Booster Club as well as community members at large. This group is very important to the music ensembles and the director in a moral as well as financial way.  Their projects aid the music department in purchasing important equipment and items not covered in the music budget.  They are also called upon to be chaperones and to assist with trips and affairs involving visiting ensembles, festivals, etc.

Meetings for the music booster club are the third Monday of the month.  The meetings are held at 5:30 PM in the high school chorus room. 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS COSTS
T-Shirt: $10.00

HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS COSTS
T-Shirt: $10.00 (if you do not already have a shirt)

Cleaning fee: $10.00

Performance shoes for girls: $7.00

Performance shoes for men are available if you would like to order them through the chorus department catalogs. Regardless, men must have approved black dress shoes to complete their uniform.
REPLACEMENT COST OF LOST UNIFORM ITEMS or MUSIC FOLDER
Formal Dress: $76.50

   
Men’s Tuxedo Shirt: $12.00
Gloves: $20.00  


Men’s Tuxedo Pants: $24.00
Pearls: $8.00



Men’s Tuxedo Jacket: $55.00
Formal Women’s Top:$26.00

Men’s Vest: $30.00
Formal Women’s Pants:
 30.00   
Men’s Tie: $5.00

Music Folder w/ music: up to $20.00     
Black Socks: $1.00

Individual piece of music: the cost of that song ($1.50-$3.00)
7.
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              Kingsford Music Dates 2006-2007

(For complete list of band and chorus dates

see the music department pocket calendar.)

	DATE
	EVENT
	TIME
	MUSIC GROUP

	15-Sept
	POW/MIA –Veterans Hospital
	10:00 a.m.
	Concert Chorale

	15-Sept
	Sing National Anthem for FB Game – Homecoming
	6:30 (warm-up)

6:50 p.m.
	Concert Chorale

	15-Sept
	Sing National Anthem for Homecoming Game
	 6:30 (warm-up)

6:50 p.m.
	Concert Chorale

	18-29 Sep
	Music Dept. Fund-Raiser Sale 
	2 weeks
	All Music Groups

	9-Oct
	Fall Sing – With Area Schools
	5-7th Hr / 6:30 con.
	H.S. Choruses

	10-Oct
	Chorus Pictures
	During Class
	M.S. & H.S. Choruses

	27-Oct
	8th Grade Costume Show
	During School
	8th Grade Chorus

	1-Nov
	Fund-Raiser: Pick-up & Delivery
	After School
	All Music Groups

	10-Nov
	Veteran’s Day Program
	9:00 a.m.
	H.S. Band/Choruses

	1-Dec
	Caroling at Kingsford City Hall
	5:30 p.m.
	H.S. Choruses

	4-Dec
	High School Chorus Concert
	6:00 p.m.
	H.S. Choruses

	5-Dec
	Middle School Chorus Concert
	6:00 p.m.
	M.S. Choruses

	16-Dec
	Heart & Soul –Carol@Midtown Mall
	11:00 a.m.
	Heart & Soul

	3-Feb
	Spaghetti Dinner
	Evening
	All Choruses

	13-Feb
	Sing National Anthem for BB Game – KHS/IMHS 
	6:30 (warm-up)

7:00 p.m.
	Concert Chorale

	17-Feb
	Ski Jumps – Sing S.S.B.
	11:00 a.m.
	Concert Chorale

	7-Mar
	Chorus Festival @ Norway
	During School
	All Choruses

	23/24 Mar
	District Solo/Ensemble – KHS
	All Day
	All Choruses

	5-May
	State Music Fest. – Green Bay
	All Day
	State Qualifiers

	7-May
	H.S. Chorus Concert
	6:00 p.m.
	H.S. Choruses

	8-May
	M.S. Chorus Concert
	6:00 p.m.
	M.S. Choruses

	15-May
	Music Awards Program
	6:00 p.m.
	All H.S. Musicians

	27-May
	Graduation
	2:00 p.m.
	All H.S. Musicians

	28-May
	Memorial Day Program
	7:30 a.m. ( school)
	Chorus Volunteers

	4-July
	July 4th Parade
	7:30 a.m. ( school)
	Chorus Volunteers


                     STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE READY FOR WARM-UPS ½ HOUR BEFORE THE ABOVE

                                  PERFORMANCES UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED BY THE DIRECTOR.

     DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.   ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCE DATES MAY COME UP DURING THE YEAR.
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